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Key points

• Incomes will be drained from Northeast Ohio. The money recycled through 
“economic development” set-asides will not compensate for these losses

• Without restrictions on casino-based restaurant operations, subsidized 
restaurants in casinos will create a restaurant “dead zone” within a  mile of the 
casinos. For this reason, the City of New Orleans mandated no restaurants for 
Harrah’s land-based casino. No such restriction has been negotiated with Forest 
City or Jacobs. 

• The incidence of pathological gambling will be higher in Cuyahoga County 
compared to surrounding counties.

• Within Cuyahoga County, the incidence of pathological gambling will be highest 
in the poorest neighborhoods, such as Midtown

• The costs of pathological gambling are high: between $8,000 to $16,000 per 
gambler.  A portion of these costs are paid by employers in lost productivity and 
unemployment

• The incidence of property crime and violent crime will likely increase 
dramatically within three to five years after the casinos open



The millions of dollars that Cleveland casinos will generate will come from the 
residents of Northeast Ohio. 

On average, a casino patron loses $60 to $80 per visit. 



The incidence of pathological gambling will be higher in Cuyahoga County

40 miles



Within Cuyahoga County, the incidence of pathological gambling will be 
concentrated in lower income neighborhoods like Midtown



The costs of each pathological gambler is difficult to measure, but based on 
interviews with these gamblers, the costs range from $8,000 to $16,000 per 

gambler...Employers in Midtown will face the brunt of employment costs



As pathological gambling takes hold, research has shown that property crimes 
and violent crimes go up...The highest increases happen 3 to 5 years after a 

casino opens


